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Synopsis 

Environmental Policy Failure: The Australian Story reviews some of  
Australia’s most critically challenging environmental issues of our time and 
assesses the capacity of contemporary policies to solve them. It reveals, 
case by case, the endemic failure of environmental policy under both  
Labor and conservative governments across many generations, and  
assesses the prospects for a more ecologically sustainable future.  
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“It should be no surprise that the best scholars in Australia conclude 
that environmental policy has failed. After reading this book you will be 
much better informed about the failure of environmental policy. I hope 
you will also be determined to attack the root cause of that failure, our 
dominant political culture and the values it embodies.”  

Ian Lowe, President Australian Conservation Foundation 
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She is a past Dean of Graduate Research for the University of Tasmania, an 
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thority that reports to Climate Change Minister and Tasmanian Greens Lead-
ers Nick McKim—the first Green minister in Australia. Kate has  
published extensively on environmental governance, green politics and  
public policy, and is co-editor with KJ Walker of Australian  
Environmental Policy: Studies in Decline and Devolution.  
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KJ Walker is an independent researcher and, according to one reviewer, 
he ‘pioneered the study of environmental politics in Australia’. He has 
taught at Melbourne, Monash, Flinders, Adelaide, Case Western Reserve, 
Cleveland State, Griffith, Queensland and Macquarie universities, and, 
from the mid-1970s, he developed and taught groundbreaking  
interdisciplinary courses in environmental policy and politics. 
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